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Sir, .
Allow me space in your Newsp_éper to comment on the above-mentioned
publication which appeared in the Ghanaian Lens of Tuesday 6 June 2006. I owe it to
students of Ghanaian History, Okyeman and the Ghanaian public at large not to let it pass
without comment.

The writer, Dr. Kwame Botwe-Asamoah, Professor of African/African American
History, University of Pittsburgh, takes a swipe at President Kuffuor and Okyenhene
Amoatia Ofori Panin — the former, for describing the late Dr. J.B. Danquah as “the Prime
Minister Ghana never had” during the commemoration of the 40™ anniversary of his
death in February 2005; the latter for suggesting that the University of Ghana be named
after Dr. Danquah.

The publication, to say the least, is in bad taste, it is also badly written. It is
rambling, erratic and barely coherent. Besides, it contains factual errors that Senior
Secondary school students of history are not likely to make. Indeed this publication has
done Dr. Botwe-Asamoah’s academic credentials more harm than good.

I should like to begin this discourse with a few definitions. The Cambridge
advanced Learners’ Dictionary (2003) defines fallacy as “an idea that a lot of people
think is true but which is false”. And what is a falsehood? Something is said to be false
when 1t is not correct, that is, it is not in agreement with the true facts. The same
Dictionary defines fact as “something which is known to have happened or to exist,
especially something for which proof exists or about which there is information.”

Dr. Botwe-Asamoah does not set out to factually disprove what he calls the
fallacies of J.B. Danquah’s Heroic Legacy. What he does is to engage in a furious tirade
of abuse of the President, Okyenhene Nana Sir Ofori Atta I and the present Okyenhene,
Amoatia Ofori Panin. The true academic is one who respects facts and allows facts to
speak for themselves. He does not resort to a stream of coarse invectives to mask his lack
of knowledge and understanding. That detracts from academic respectability. Dr. Botwe
Asamoah could have used this publication to stimulate a dispassionate intellectual
discourse on the historiography of Ghana. Instead he chose to use it to malign
respectable and decent citizens and stir up needless and ethnically divisive controversy.

First, Dr. Boatwe-Asamoah states that J.B. Danquah aspired to the position of
Minister of Home Affairs under the Allan Burns constitution which he dates erroneously






